
ADRIENNE ASCH, PH.D., is the Edward and Robin Milstein Professor of
Bioethics at the Wurzweiler School of Social Work and Professor of Epidemiology
and Population Health at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine at Yeshiva
University. She received her M.S. in Social Work and a Ph.D. in Social Psychology
from Columbia University. Her work focuses on the ethical, political, psychologi-
cal, and social implications of human reproduction and the family. She has
authored numerous articles and book chapters. Dr. Asch has been a member of the
Board of Directors of the American Society for Bioethics and Humanities and the
Clinton Task Force on Health Care Reform. She is a board member of the Society
of Jewish Ethics and a Fellow at The Hastings Center, and has worked with the
National Human Genome Research Institute.

ALAN ASTROW, M.D., is Director of the Division of Hematology/Oncology at
Maimonides Medical Center and Associate Medical Director for Hematology/
Oncology at Maimonides Cancer Center. His research interests include ethics of
medical decision making and chemotherapy of gynecological cancers and HIV-
related malignancies. Dr Astrow studies spirituality and physician-patient com-
munication. 

SAUL BERMAN, RABBI, J.D., is Director of Edah and Associate Professor of
Jewish Studies at Yeshiva University and on the faculty at Columbia University
School of Law. Rabbi Berman has taught at Stern College for Women, Yeshiva
University, and was formerly Senior Rabbi of the Lincoln Square Synagogue in
Manhattan. He is widely recognized for his inclusive approach to Jewish commu-
nity and Jewish thought.

ELLIOT DORFF, RABBI, PH.D., earned his Ph.D. in philosophy from Columbia
University in 1971. He has directed the rabbinical school and Masters programs at
the University of Judaism, where he currently is Rector and Distinguished
Professor of Philosophy. He teaches a course on Jewish law at UCLA School of Law.
He was awarded the Journal of Law and Religion’s Lifetime Achievement Award,
and he holds three honorary doctoral degrees. Rabbi Dorff is Vice-Chair of
the Conservative Movement’s Committee of Jewish Law and Standards and
served on the editorial committee of Etz Hayim: Torah Commentary for
the Conservative Movement. He is a widely published author on Jewish law and
practice, and ethics.

LESTER D. FRIEDMAN, PH.D., is Senior Scholar-in-Residence at Hobart and
William Smith Colleges. He has taught at Syracuse University, Art Media Studies
Department, and Northwestern University, Department of Radio, Television, and
Film. In addition, he was a member of the Program in Humanities and Bioethics at
the Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwestern University, and the Center of
Bioethics and Humanities at Upstate Medical Center, Syracuse New York. 

HARRY OSTRER, M.D., is Professor of Pediatrics, Pathology, and Medicine and
Director of the Human Genetics Program in the Department of Pediatrics at New
York University School of Medicine. He studies the genetics of Jewish populations,
as well as the genetic basis of prostate cancer and genetic control of male sexual
development. He has been concerned about fairness in the use of genetic informa-
tion and has served on many prestigious advisory panels. Dr. Ostrer has received
awards from numerous foundations and academic institutions.

ROBERT POLLACK, PH.D., is a professor at Columbia University in the
Department of Biological Sciences and adjunct professor in the Department of
Religion. He is also an adjunct professor of Science and Religion at Union
Theological Seminary and lecturer at the Center for Psychoanalytic Training and

FACULTY

Name & Title 

Institution & Inst. Address

Preferred Mailing Address 

City, State, Zip Country 

Telephone
(please use telephone number associated with credit card)

Email address
(Physicians only) Degree & Specialty

FEES
(covers tuition, conference materials, meals and refreshments)
2-Day Conference fee @ $200   $
Sunday  9:30-4:30 @ $120  $
Full-time students @ $60 (Sun. dinner add $40)  $
(contact the ACJB office for scholarship information)
Continuing Education Credits 
MDs and DOs @ $ 200 $
RNs, LCSWs and MFTs (included in fee. Pls. initial)                      

TOTAL ENCLOSED            $

A check or money order payable to the Academic Coalition for
Jewish Bioethics, or credit card information, must accompany
this form. Phone registrations cannot be accepted. Mail to: ACJB
c/o HUC, 3077 University Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007
Charge $                to ❏ MC  ❏ VISA  ❏ AMEX  Exp. 
Credit Card Number

Name as it appears on card 

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION with credit card payment only
should be sent to bioethicscoalition@rrc.edu. (Note: this is not a
secured online site.)  Full refunds (less $25 processing fee) will be
made before August 10th.

FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT
contact the Union Theological Seminary (212) 280-1313 or On
the Avenue Hotel (800-497-6028) directly and identify yourself
as an ACJB participant.

PLEASE DIRECT ALL INQUIRIES TO:
Yael Green, Coordinator 
Academic Coalition for Jewish Bioethics
T 215-576-0800, ext. 252  F 213-749-1192
bioethicscoalition@rrc.edu
www.jewishethics.org

Program subject to change.  

R E G I S T R A T I O N
Space is limited. Please register early.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

Creation, Procreation
& The New Genetics

Physicians, Nurses, Allied Health Professionals, Lawyers,
Social Workers, Jewish Communal Professionals and Lay
Leaders, Rabbis, Chaplains, Educators, Academic Ethicists,
Economists, Undergraduates and Graduate or Professional
School Students and other individuals with an interest in
ethical and Jewish issues in reproduction, genetics, and
healthcare.

Recognize the moral issues raised by genetic engineering.
Consider the societal implications of the increasing capacity 
to do genetic screening.
Examine the impact of the rapidly evolving field of stem-cell
research.
Evaluate the morality of human cloning.
Identify cross-disciplinary measures for coping with 
these challenges.

after attending the program,

participants will be better able to:

�

�

�

�

�

ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the
Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical
Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of Drexel University College
of Medicine and the Academic Coalition for Jewish Bioethics. The Drexel
University College of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physi-
cians. AMA: The Drexel University College of Medicine designates this educa-
tional activity for a maximum of 4.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. AOA: This
program is eligible for 4.75 credits in Category 2A of the American Osteopathic
Association. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of
their participation in the activity.

FACULTY DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
It is the policy of Drexel University College of Medicine to insure balance, inde-
pendence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all its sponsored educational pro-
grams. Speakers at continuing medical education activities are required to dis-
close to the audience their financial relationships with the manufacturer(s) of any
commercial products, goods or services related to the subject matter of the pro-
gram topic. Any conflicts of interest must be resolved prior to the presentation
and announced to the audience. The intent of this disclosure is to allow partici-
pants to form their own judgments about the educational content of this activity
and determine whether the speaker’s commercial interests influenced the pres-
entation. In addition, speakers are required to openly disclose any off-label, exper-
imental, or investigational use of drugs or devices discussed in their presentation.

THIS PROGRAM IS SUPPORTED THROUGH UNRESTRICTED EDUCATIONAL
GRANTS FROM: Solomon and Sylvia Bronstein Foundation •    
The Kalsman Institute on Judaism and Health •  Herbert and Jeanne Mayer    

Research, Department of Psychiatry, College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia
University. He holds positions on many advisory and editorial boards and has published
extensively on subjects ranging from genetics to humanistic issues in clinical practice.

RAYNA RAPP, PH.D., is Professor of Anthropology at New York University.  Her
research interests include gender, reproduction, health and culture, and science
and technology in the United States and Europe. Her book Testing Women, Testing the
Fetus: the Social Impact of Amniocentesis in America (Routledge, 1999) won four distin-
guished awards. She is a founder of Women's Studies programs and journals. She
has also been active in an international research group tracking the impact of new
medical technologies, and two bioethics projects concerned with the re-inscrip-
tion of race as a medical category through genomic research. 

AVRAM REISNER, RABBI, PH.D., is the rabbi of Congregation Chevrei Tzedek
in Baltimore, MD and is an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Baltimore Hebrew
University. He is a member of long standing on the Conservative Movement’s
Committee of Jewish Law and Standards where he sits on the subcommittee on
biomedical ethics. He currently serves on an Institutional Review Board for
Lifebridge Health. He has just completed a two year project for the Interactivity
Foundation of West Virginia, as a member of its expert panel on Anticipating
Human Genetic Technology. 

DAVID TEUTSCH, RABBI, PH.D., is Director of the Center for Jewish Ethics and
the Louis & Myra Wiener Professor of Contemporary Jewish Civilization at the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, where he previously served as President for
nearly a decade. His most recent book is Spiritual Community: The Power to Restore
Hope, Commitment and Joy. Editor-in-Chief for the Kol Haneshamah
Reconstructionist prayer book series, he recently published the third  book in A
Guide to Jewish Practice. He has previously served as Executive Director of the
Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and Havurot (now JRF), as program
director of CLAL, and as a congregational rabbi. He is the past president of the
Academic Coalition for Jewish Bioethics and author of A Guide to Jewish Practice:
Bioethics. 

HAVA TIROSH-SAMUELSON, PH.D., is Professor of History at Arizona State
University in Tempe, AZ. She received her Ph.D. in Jewish Philosophy and
Kabbalah from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 1978. She has taught at
Columbia University, Emory University, and Indiana University. Her research
focuses on medieval and early-modern Jewish intellectual history, feminism and
Jewish philosophy, and Judaism and ecology. Most recently she is the author of
Happiness in Premodern Judaism, from Hebrew Union College Press.

PAUL ROOT WOLPE, PH.D., is a Senior Fellow of the Center for Bioethics at the
University of Pennsylvania, where he holds appointments in the Departments of
Psychiatry, Medical Ethics, and Sociology. He also serves as Senior Fellow of the
Leonard Davis Institute for Health Economics and as Chief of Bioethics and Human
Subjects Protections at NASA. He is President of the American Society for
Bioethics and Humanities.

LAURIE ZOLOTH, PH.D., is the Director of Ethics at the Center for Genetic
Medicine of the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University and
Professor in the Program of Medical Humanities and Bioethics and in the
Department of Religion. A member of NASA’s National Advisory Council and the
Executive Committee of the International Society for Stem Cell Research, she is
the author of numerous publications on healthcare and social justice.
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September 10-11, 2006
ACJB 3rd Annual Conference  
At The Jewish Theological Seminary 

New York, NY

Office of Continuing Medical Education 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion is a California
CE accredited provider for RNs, 
LCSWs and MFTs.

Accredited by

Creation, 
Procreation & 
The New Genetics

Creation, 
Procreation & 
The New Genetics

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Sunday, September 10
8:45 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:30-11:00 SESSION 1  THE NEW GENETICS
Speakers Harry Ostrer  

Avram Reisner
Hava Tirosh-Samuelson

11:00-11:15 Break

11:15-12:45 pm SESSION 2  WHO WILL BE CREATED?
Moderator Lester Friedman
Respondents Adrienne Asch 

Saul Berman
Rayna Rapp 

1:00-2:30 Lunch and Breakout Sessions

2:45-4:30 SESSION 3  THE USE AND ABUSE OF  
GENETIC INFORMATION

Moderator Paul Root Wolpe
Panelists Adrienne Asch

Alan Astrow 
Saul Berman 
Lester Friedman
Harry Ostrer
Robert Pollack
Rayna Rapp
Hava Tirosh-Samuelson
David Teutsch

6:30 Dinner

The Sunday evening and Monday sessions will concentrate on questions of
method and theories of decision making.

8:00 TEXT STUDY Laurie Zoloth & Mark Washofsky

9:00 METHODOLOGY DISCUSSION Elliot Dorff
How do we interpret text to gain guidance?

Monday, September 11 
7:45 am Continental Breakfast

8:30-10:30 PAPER PRESENTATIONS

10:30-10:45 Break

10:45-12:45 pm METHODOLOGY DISCUSSION  David Teutsch
Unprecedented questions and our moral resources 
for generating Jewish answers.

GENERAL INFORMATION
CONFERENCE LOCATION 
The Jewish Theological Seminary, 3080 Broadway, New York, NY
10027, is located on the northeast corner of Broadway and 122nd
Street, six blocks from Columbia University.

REGISTRATION AND CANCELLATION
A 2-day conference fee of $200 ($60 for full-time students plus addi-
tional $40 for dinner) or Sunday only for $120 payable in advance.
Financial assistance is available. Fee covers tuition, materials, meals
and refreshments. Full refunds (less a $25 processing fee) will be
made before August 10, 2006 for written or faxed requests; no refunds
will be made after August 10, 2006.

ACCOMMODATIONS
The Union Theological Seminary offers rooms for ACJB guests at a
rate of $125/night plus tax, single-occupancy. (212) 280-1313. On The
Ave Hotel offers rooms for $259/night. (800) 497-6028. Please contact
the hotels directly to make arrangements and identify yourself as an
ACJB participant.

THE ACADEMIC COALITION FOR JEWISH BIOETHICS was founded
to bring a pluralistic perspective to Jewish discourse on bioethics.
The Coalition will lead periodic conferences and sponsor important
publications about key issues in the field.

ACJB SPONSORING MEMBERS (as of March 1st)
Barry Kinzbrunner
Sander and Adina Mendelson
Douglas Mishkin

THE ACADEMIC COALITION FOR JEWISH BIOETHICS IS A 
JOINT VENTURE OF THE ETHICS CENTERS AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS OF: 
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah; Kalsman Institute, Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles; Center for Study of Ethics
and Contemporary Moral Problems, Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion, Cincinnati; Finkelstein Institute, Jewish
Theological Seminary; Center for Jewish Ethics, Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College; Department of Bioethics, University of Judaism;
Center for Bioethics, University of Pennsylvania; Shalom Hartman
Institute

ACJB BOARD 
Tsvi Blanchard, Jonathan Cohen, William Cutter, Elliot Dorff, Sander
Mendelson, Leonard Sharzer, David Teutsch, Noam Zohar

Sheldon Rubenfeld 
Marsha Silberstein
Union of Reform Judaism 


